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To the moſt Reverend Father in God. 


MICHAEL. 
Lord Archbishop of Dublin, 
AND” | 
Lord Chancellor of the Kingdom of 


IRELAND. 
 Mayitpleaſe your Grace, 


DE of my: Friends, Auditors of this 
SY Sermon, have taken occaſion to be ſo 
£ troubleſome to.me for it, that I ſaw 
10 1w4y toc deliver my. ſelf 'from their. diſplea- 
wy but. by gratifying thea\bnportunity, The 
© ſame Perſons;. as. I underſtood, expreſly pros 
feſſing when. they ſhould have Copy they would 
make it" publick,.:Þ\ refolved by: making\the Ori- 
| tinal ſuch my. ſelf; th:;give- both Mons the 
World leave to. take\\as.;mwch of it as they 
b A 2 ſhould 
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TheE Pill Dedicatory, 


PaldJift. B [71-4 JG. FribBk a I : bs 
' Ditty dixefts it,; wr. pple on "br 
Grace, 

ZE BLN not at nll Þolicrtane: th tratniadarod:.- 
4 the - World : pemg. conſe ou3t or my ſelf 
its Contents are wholly # ober tr#th,vlth which 
if ary. ſhe dibe depo, "5c whit. 168" (ek fred 
Cows I Ty to begoneerned thereat, other Wiſe 


fu fsb pedmy Rig ind te 
I Wk ES Grard dy ref nt ſo bold 


a Dedication : But T have to ſay nn lf, 
That, by the lkhcbfp A 


ſome publick teftificationrof \your Gy p ſimpy #: 
lar Smeetneſs and Conflincytome; That Th 


n0- fitter. \nagans\ of fochree ffioanion than this, 


- this being-my: firſt phearancs -publck iv | 


King P6. of:Inela it being'mot 


pam" beſos” 


ible for meeviycrbipreſent.in fo ſhort a'tom- = 
1 more of my-ſelf\ znabriyſt-intimars thoughts | 


ina: caſe of vbigratile;r (Pan I hWve\doebeve : 


( Now: Firft-fraitry and\ mhiit\ is" mhſ8 Yenterely | 


_ uſe to Come: Fg acceptable gr ) 
"at 


toht | 
- Dub 


' Thetpiſtle Dedicatory. 
That the Experience, which T have had of your - 
| Graces favourable admiſſion of Addreſſes far 
- more troubleſome than this , gave me conf1- 
' dence an attempt of Gratitude would not be 
ill taken. | 
In this confidence T forbear other Apologies, 
' and moſt paſſ ionately pray to your Grace, amidſt 
the great and various Viciſſitudes of Humane 
aff airs, ſuch continuance of Health, Fortunes, 
and the Divine Bleſſing, that you may long live, 
what 1dmirably you are, a glorious Precedent and 
' Patron of all Learning, Worth and Virtue. 


L... Your Graces 
: Dubl'n, Aug. I2. | 

167 2, Kenny 
moſt Humble Servant, 


Ed, Wi. etenhall. | 
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The Text. 


of. 4. 6. My people are deſtroyed for lack 
of knowledge. _ — 
IT isa Rule as wholſom as general * and deti- 


ving immediately from the great deſign of all 
[ Sacred Scripture, (wherein whatſoever was: - 


!ttey for our eaſample and inſtruftion ). thac in thoſe 
ral of -it which were on-partecular occaſions 


fe. iamediarely. addreſs to. particular ages; 


peoples - 


rded, the. Apoſtle. aſſures us'to haye/beew - 


Deftruftive Ignorance, 
Of ing Konletes | 


- 
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The Text. 


bf. 4+ 6. My people are deſtroyed for lack 


1 


, . 
' 


i tew for our emſam 


[T is a Ale as wholſom as general, and deti- 


ving immediately from the great deſign of all 
Sacred Scripture , ( wherein whatſoever was: - 


recorded, the.Apoltle. aſſures us'ts have. beet - 
we and inſtruftion )-thac in thoſe 


L parts of it which were on:parttcular occaſions 


*t. immediately. addreſs'd to. particular ages; 


peoples - 


(»)) 


*—peopleg or perſons, weſhould all, as.cyery ſubje& A N 
juſtly applicable, accommodate it each to our prefe ty 


caſe and ſtate. | 


In compliance with which Rule, we. ſhall nor now 

- concern our ſelves in a curious inqueſt into the © 

'$ Jewiſh age, rowhom 
(briefly ) 


Manners and Candition of. 
- - our Prophet dirc&s his ſpeech, whic 
were ſufficiently corrupt and deplorable; nor yct 
into the Originals of ſuch, their corruption ard 


miſery, (for thoſe marrtr$, though of good ad. - 


vantage to other purpoſes, than thoſe we haye 


propoſed our ſelyes at preſent, are notwithſtanding + 
ſuch, for the not knowing whereof, we are ſecure _ 


): Byr rather, 


enough people ſhall not be; 

raking the boldneſs.ro ſuppaſe; tha 
complains of theſe Fews; is "without injury to the: 
words or us, accommoda#e to our generation ;--and: 
that eyen in this knowtng, and-{as preſum'd ) moſt 


Eaple-ey'd age , men amoript $ do till periſh for 


FW 


lack of knowledge, Firſt, we will, dire a.. fcrutitprao-. 


_ wards the diſcoycring what knouledge thatis, for lack 


of "which people amongſt us' are deſtroyed: and, 
Secondly, endeayour ſome probable notices, 
whence thoſe clouds ariſe:whichrobfeurcvour light, | 


and what the malignant cauſes are'of the'pteſent de- 
the maligna dre il 


ftraitive ignorance © and, Lafthy; [with ; 


miſſion conſult, what are'the moſt hopefttf 'reme- | 


dies to be applyed in'this eaſe: © 14 3 A RO} 2h 


iS 
In purſuance of all which; we prottife, what WS - 


ſay ſhall obſerve. due reverente' ts. all who Ti vebdl 
any! 


wy what od here. 


(3) 


any fair pretence to knowledge, truch more to the 
*rruly Judicious: and as to thoſe, whoſe good opi- 


ons of themſelves are chiefly placed upon their 


| - Own confidence, we beſecch ſuch, with all humility, and 


in the ſpjrir of meekneſs, that they will be pleaſed to 
think ſome men in the World, who do little elſe bur 


ſeek knowledge, mayhayoſome knowledge beſides 


themſelyes ; and rherefore impartially to conſider, 


whether what ſhall be ſaid ro them, carry nor greater 
reaſon to convince them of the /ack of ſound know- 


. ledge, than'what their own ſtroag preſumptions bear, 
| to enſurethem of their being alreadymaſters of iv. 


No wiſe tan but will be zhakfll to be ſhewed his 
error : none therefore, who pretend to be ſuch, may 


_ reaſonably ill reſent, what ſincerity and good will 
ſpeaks, to diſcoyer ſuch miſtakes, which there is 


much better evidence to pronounce pernicious, than 


- 20 imagine tolerable. 


o«ft the age by a wild and indefinite imputation of - - 
ignorance to it, I ſhall with all eandour own the 
knowledge in which our age may'be confeſſed emi-/ 
'- nent; and therefore, fr/, bing in a negative anſwer 


And rhat it may be apparent, I intend not to iſ 


to the propoſed matter of enquiry, by ſaying, that 


.. -poople are not deltroycd at preſent, 


/ 


x. For lack of a Dogmatick knowledge, amoun ting 


from intricare ſpeculations, and fine notions, whe- / 
ther newly coined or retrieved from their deſeryed 


Graves. We have both in Sacred matters and Cwl, 
conceits enough to ſpare the /World , yery ſuffici- 
B ently 


—_— 


(4) 
ently to furniſh (1 had almoſt ſaid to ovcrlay) it; 
 ſthouldiit continue to well nigh infinite ſucceſſions of 
ages, Beſides that we have been fertile of ſome 
Opinions which our days may ſolely boaſt of, there 

& arc few old Hereſtes, which haye not received a- 
mong(ſt us what improvement miſchieyous wits could 
give them. And when the preſent new ſtoned fin- 

+ gularities ſhall grow ſtale, we are not likely to want 
a freſh ſucceſſion, ſo long as Spirz7ual illuminations arc 

ſo frequent, and cyery petite hit of wild imagination 
— Mult be reputed an irradiation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and a New Light from above. res n 

| Nor doth this eminency extend it ſelf only to 
 fingle Opinions; but, br we are generally skilfull 

in Bodies and Sy/ems of them ; and thoſe model d 
_ and contriyed into a dutitull ſubſerviency to. the 
common ' deſigns of innovating-, Factions. Ot all 
which new-framed Schemes, this be ſure is the.con: 
ſtahr Law, that they be /ax enough, immediately 

. to place, upon none or calle terms, al} who receive 
them in an inanyiſſible poſſeſſion of the Divine fa- 
your ; and rigiatnough on the other fide to damn 
all, who are fuch Infidels. as. to.put a' difference be: 
twixt Saints and Confidents, or to thiak mens 


- 


Chriſtianity ought to haye other reaſon beſides their - 


own; preſumprion. Me Ten det herd 
., And from theſe two ariſedy a. third ſprt of pre- 
cious knowledge, in which we are of 1o, high actain: 
ments, that all our predeceſſors whereſoever, hayc 
been but meer. Punies and Chirs in compariſon of 


UuS.. 


+. 
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"us. I kno\y not. by what name filier-to ſtile it, than 

T heological Lullianiſme, or _the. art of ſenceleſs Divi- 
nity-Harangn@s- a fine yerboſe valkative skill, by 
which men are able, without the trouble of ay pre- 
paration, to deliver endleſs and unintelligible Myſte- 
ries, inthe languageof the Times, to preach and pray 
moſt ſpiritually, but in truth to amuſe and confound # 
rhemſelyes and their weak admirers with neither 
knows what. 

I would nor here bemiſtaken, as if I didlight the 
gifts of utterance in a particular relation as well to- 
prayer, as preaching, in p/aces and ſeaſons where their 
uſe is meet : But I would fain have men rationally 
to conceive of them. For yerily it is neceſlary, that 
as we put a difterence between ſpeaking ſpirirualy 
and ſpeaking wwch, fo that weiknow cycn ready 
ſpeaking is a hab#t attained by the common: bleſſing 
of God upon mens natural parts, induſtry and prafiice 
in ſome meaſure 7 ob them ; and no ſuch .Di- 
vine 7ſpiration as fancied : much leſs doth ir con: 
ſticute chat which they call Saving knowledge, or ne- f 
ceſlarily proceed from a ſanCtified heart. And that 
therefore the aftectarion of many and new-coined 
forms of ſpeech ought not to he ſo idolized, as be+ 
ing not at all-an extraordinary gift; And further, 
in as muchas nething can be more notorious, than 
that through this ene Exthufraſtical ſtrain ef thus 
preaching and praying, a multitude of the moſt zea- 
lous pretenders to Religion arc run clearly beyond 
all reaſon and ſobriety , _ neyer now think boo 

2 cdifie 
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edifie by any Sermon or Prayer, but when they have . 


cot'a long headleſs picce of ſtuff rogether , made 
up of odd Phraſes and canting Allegories, out of 
which neither themſelves nor the wit of man can 
pick ſenſe. That only, I ſay, they judge them. 


ſelyes to profit by , of which diſtinly they can 
make nothing, and which.is in truth only a new kind 


of empry noiſe, and train of riddles yoid of ſober 
ſionification. 


I hope it will be @bſeryed my diſcourſe hitherto 


hath confin'd it ſelf ro Religious knowledge : I could 
have giyen an account of other ſorts of knowledge 


for lack of which men are nor likely to periſh. And 


I can ſcarcely forbear that maryellous skill and fa- 


gacity we haye all attained to in Po/ticks, ſcarce a. 


Foreman of a Shop bur is. acquainted with all. the 


reaſons of Stare, and publick neceftities, andſole ex- 


pedients to ſalye rhem. And there are here and 


there difpers'd little ſmart precocious ſackers of 
the late Republican Bramble, who ſet up for Maſters 


in. this Myſtery, and ſcrape togecher Intelligences 
from eycry Poſts News, and make up their reckon: 


ings, and thence inferr moſt neceſſary and fallible 


Aphoriſms, which*they confidently diſperſe in all 
* Companies, hoping for, what not rarely they find, 
ow admirers, who giddily lick up all this their 
pittle, and as giddily again diffuſe it. But I will 
paſs this : And of all the knowledge I have hither- 
to ſpoke of, I ſay, men are ſo far from being in 
danger for the lack of a curious, Dogmatick, verboſe, 
TY Fo Or 


(7) 
or pragmitical knowledge , that I pray God the 
generality of people be not deffroyed by its ſuper- 
abundance. | 

To come then to a poferive ſatisfaCtion to the en- 
quiry in hand ; which I moſt paſſionately beſeech 
all to attend unto without prejudice , my deſign 
; (God knaws it) being only. to andeceive all I can, 
; to expoſe none.. / 
The knowledge for lack of which people at pre- 
| ſent arc deſtroyed, is a ſober information of Conſci- 7 

ence touching matters of Faith and Pradtice, nc-j 
* cefſary to their real happineſs: What thoſe matters 
are univerſally to a//men, it is not eafte, haply not. 
poſible preciſely to. determine ; by reaſon of the 
variety of mens conditions, and the anſwerable ex- 
pettation of Juſtice, according to that moſt equi- 
' table rule, ( Lakers. 48.) Unto whomſoever much is 
given, of him ſhall much be required. Certainly leſs than 
this can be required of no man of. o7dizary reaſon 
' and condition. | . 
Firſt, That he underſtand his happineſs confiſts not - 
* in any of thoſe lower enjoyments, butthar as his 
Soulis an intelligent and immortal being, fo it can. 
never be ſatisfied but with that. which hath within 


it, what fairs and may perfett all its powgs, and . 
' ſhall beeternal as it ſelf, of which Natureis nothing 
herebelow. Only Virtue here adminiſters any thing 
| of real and durable content.” And if perfet Virtue 


' could be attained, and weeternally ſecuredtherein, — 


| free from all moleſtation and trouble conſequent 
; p Upon -: 


(8) 
-upon former guilt, thence. muſtneeds reſult a fu! 


contenrand complacence, as to any thing from withiy 
themans ſelf. And as to what wi#houzr him his Soul 


_—_could further coyet, it being ſuppoſed that in God 


infinitely dwells all good, and that Heavey gives us 


the ſight and exjoyment of him, itcannos be but a. 


perſon ſo qualified as before, being received into 
' Heaven, is compleatly happy , or as blefled as he 


. can be. Now to ſecure us in perfect Virtueand ſuch - ! 


—__its reſult, to acquit us from our Vices, and poſſeſs 


us cternally ot Heayen and rhe ſight of 'God, there 


__is no _probgble { at leaft no fafe) way but what 


Chriſtianity propounds. 
Upon this, Secondly, follows the neceſlity of Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, or an expettation of remifſion of ſins 


— and ſuch complcat happineſs through him, upon 


the performance of the conditions he requires. Of 
which conditions the ſumme is, that we belieye and 
honeſtly receive whatſoever was deliyercd or pub- 
—liſked by him, when it is ſufficiently declared unto 
us that it was by him_delivered. So that it is evi- 
dent, that though for the general, Faith in Chriſt be 
, the ſam? to all men, that is to ſay, that all men are 
bgund to receive whateyer they are "pen 3 4 ſa- 
tisficd to haye been deliver'd by Chriſt, ( and there- 
fore generally to be Virtuous; ) yet to particular per: 
ſonsit may be different, according to the particular 
degrees of light thar eyery one hathenjoyed, that is, 
- . according to the eyidence or means of ſatisfaction 


he hath had, and the capableneſs of his mind to 


admit 
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' admit ſuch evidence : ſo that in fine, that particu. 
| lar may bea point of Faith,, and fo of Duty to one 
- man, which to another. by reaſon of his ignorance 
- or other impediment is not ſuch. In the. mean while 
+ this cannot but be indubitably, eyident to a// men, 
: who haye ſo wo as well heard of the Goſpel, 
that it requireth all men eyery where to repent 
| Aﬀs I7. 30. , ang 
7 That therefore, Thirdly, muſt be concluded, that 
 Repentance from deal works is a matter of ſuch in: 
'difpenſible neceſſity to the happineſs of every man,. / 
that whoſo is notduly informedin the narurEof it, . 
may be deſtroyed for lack of knowledge. And by ſuch 
Repentance we are not to underftand ſome tran- 
kent diſpleaſure with our ſelyes for ſome aCtions-of 
ours, which we apprehend to haye been imprudent- 
/ or incommodiouſly done, nor meerly a ſorrow 
r/all our paſt ſins as well known. as unknown ; 
/But beſides this, (frſt) a conſiderate and ſtedfaſt 
jurpsſe or reſolyedneſs to forſake ſin, andapproye,” 
.4-mans ſelf. impaxtially holy, which 1s a change of 
'mnd; and; ( ſecondly) an honeſt endeavour according. 
o that reſolvedneſs, which is a change of iff. xz 
of Coyrrition ,' Confeſſion, and mourning over {in, are 
nore 'truly eps. and preparatives.to. Kepentance, by 
thich as by a proper cauſe this purpoſe comes to./ 
* rooted:and fetled in the mans mind, than Repen- 
'aice itſelf; which, I ſay,:if we will ſpeak of as it 
_ acceptable to God, and ayailableto our ſalvation, 
ie. muſt determine to be ſuch a permanent habie as 
already 


, (10) 


already declared, a: #ew /tate, a durable courſe of - 


"Reformation, not an att of ſorrow, or a pang of 


deyorion, or an amendment for a day or two. And 
it is much to be fearcd, that the wanr of the know:- 
ledge of this the true nature of Repentance, occa- 
ſioned by ſome inſufficient Teachers miſtaking, and 


"ſo miſrepreſenting its notion, has deſtroyed many, 


and to this day retains the ſame miſchicyous und 
damning influence. 

And, laſtly, becauſewe hayedetermined him only 
to be the true penitent, who thus is, and remains a 
changed man, thar is ro ſay, Virtuous according to 
his reſolves, therefore molt neceſſary to ſalvation 
mult be the knowledge of particular Virtues , what 


— thoſe Moral Duties are which are required of us, 


and what rhofe fs which under the pain of eternal 
wrath we arc to ayoid. Namely, that to God, be- 
ſides rhe oatward worſhip of Prayer, Sacraments, 
and attending his Word, we owe a devorr and pious 


—_zemper of Soul, conſiſting in a ſweer combination 


of Fazth, Hope, Love, Humility, Fear, and what Graces 
elſe of the like nature : to Men, it Governours, 
Honour, Obedience, and Loyal adhaſion as need ſhall 
require. He's no good Chriſtian who would not 
venture his Life and Fortunes, if called thereto, in 
defence of his rightfull Soyaraign. Again, to men 
if fmply Superiors, andhiying nothing of obligation 
upon us, but what the eminency of their condition 
gives them, yer eyen to theſe reſpectively according 


to their degree, Honour and Keverence. Io _—— 
ue 
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due valuation of them , and moas? Yference : te 
Inferiors, courtefie and condeſcention as us ed uy 
quires: to all, juſtice, charity, and good will, as wel 
in words and actions as itf'thotgit -Arma, 1aſ by A Ws 
our ſelves, a care and reverence ſuiting our nature and 
condition, in not betraying our reaſon, our health, _ 
our honour, our eſtare, by any intemperare, viſe or 
pirtiful praQices. I do not ſay that every private 
Chriſtian muſt be an exquiſire Caſuiſt, or able ro 
cleave an hair in determining the right of matters_/ 
in every perplexed caſe: Herein they hiFeSpirirual 
Guides appointed them by God, whom they areto // 
conſulr. But ſurely as to the ordzuary eaſes of Te 
of common concernment to all men, each perſan 
ought to wear knowledge enough about him, to 
determine what is his duty, what his fv, or he 
is in great danger of being deſtroyed for lack of 
knowledge. | 

Of theſe points then, the true happineſs of man, 
and ( the means thereto ) Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Repentance from dead works, and to that purpoſe 
the ature of particular Yzrtues, we have ſaid it js 
- neceſſary the Conſcience be ſoberly informed, or 
that in _— pm rn ars in all likelihood of 

riſhing for tack of knowledge. 
& None "t, wh irs by due information of Conſci- 
ence, will appear beſt by cenſidering the nature of 
Conſcience it ſelf , which in truth is but another 
name for the Underſtanding, conſidered in a parri- _ 
cular regard; Art leaſt as Lag mind of man al in 

or 


SR (123) 
penerally 7 © 8Rrures andgoxidns of things, and 
Stan: 4 ; 4Ugeth of them 1. WC <all.it, the Uyder. 
and + T * AS'it is turniſhed with certain-prinejples 
ulcs, bu whieh-as by its next and:aholl: inc 


-adLC ouide the mans practice is direded, we call it 

7#[erence. Now that any thing may become a prin: 
ciple o& Conſcience, and ſo' be of force-ro. {way a 
man in his praftice, it is gecellary that the Propo: 
ſition , which is ſuppaſed.a Principle, be not;only 
underftogd bur believed, more or lets, according as 
more ſtrongly or faintly it ſways the man.. So that 
for a mans Conſcicnce ro be duly informed touch. 
ivgthgſe' matters,.is not only for him ſpeculatively 
to comprehend the. meaning of, ſuch Propoſitions 
as theſe, God. is' the chief. good: and happineſs of 
man, Faith, Repentance, and Virtue, are the means 
to attain the enjoyment of: this God , but to be 
deeply in his heart convinced and perſwaded of 
the; yerity of theferhings, and his; concernment as 
ta s[b TNA 7 15h5f = 

\ If therefore any perfon amongſt ms, of common 
reaſon ang capacity, be 2gnorant wherein true hap- 


pineſs, doth. confiſt', what the true nature of Faith | 


in 'Chriſt, Reopentance; 'off Devotion, Juſtice, Cha- 
fry, Temperance, and Chaſtity is, or further, 
want the knowledge of ſuch things as are ſafficienr 
z9 perſmade'' him of the truth and neceſlity of 


theſs;;points, I ſay; chat ſuch perfon dying thus 
—tgnoranc, in: all Ikelhood periſkerh' for - /act of 
owltdge. j* Fink 3 EM 


But 


I, 


a a0 AS io - £4 ones PA rn. ol nn.” 6 at oe i." 
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(23) 
Bit when I: ſays, Twould beunderNood: co 
ſpeak only of ſuch whom providence hath bleſſed 
with the good ridings of the Goſpel of Peace, and 
abilicies-n5a-- good-.meaſure_to comprehend its 
Dodarine-: Thar; of the Feathey World, and of wa: 
riifals, to whom teſs-hath been given, leſs will be 
required, I ſuppoſe it becometh nor me to doubr. 
He amongſt ſuch, who Ze/jzveth God to. be, and to 
be a"rew4rder of them that duigently feek him, if he ſhall 
ſo ſeek him, and yet believe little or nothing more. 
beeauſe by ſeeking he can find noymore, may; for 
ought { know, fit above thenx in Heayen, who for 
want of ynbyalſsd reaſox and charity j as'well to 
Almighty God, as the poor. yirtuvus- Ethnick;- or 
weak headed Innocent;-judge/th&mey fobad,!as'to 
be unfit-for Heayen ; or Ge ſoil-naturd, thar is 
the infinitely good, ſo mercileſs a- Tyrant, as to'ex- 
clude men from 'happineſs, for what he deſignedly 
left them under'an utter diſability to redreſs. - '-'- 
- And how: we-are thus far 'up-the twill; and'can 
tike''a proſpet of the dyfive ionvraice; lets 
ſtand ſilt e-while and look back, andfeeif we have 
not a reaſon io take up a /amenration, tharblack- 
neſs enfolds large tracts, and mwritudes periſh for lack 
of knowledge. - $41 43:VT has [1-344 TIM $ 9112, "3 Cf VP 
." Meckly and without an-affeohero thekhowledpe 


'of the age; Firf, as to that knowledge- which gon- 


ſiſts in a ſober atid diſtin underſtanding Divine'T7uths, 
even ſuch as are neceſſary, are'not'the gencrali 
much ro ſeck-> It hath\nor'been? the? birfthefs. Þ 
(LT C2 many 


(14) 
many Teachers to inſtruCt, but amuſe people in Re- 
ligion. We have been many of us bred up with 
Seraphick diſcourſes of the 7#-dwelling of the Spirir, 
and of woxder-working Grace, and of the Ele of God 
from Before the fonneien of the World; with endleſs 
and impertinent ( many times molt ſeditious and 
lying ) catalogues of the. ſigns of the Grace of God 
in his people : Wirh the glympſes of Chriſt, and how 
Believers are made partakers of the Divine Nature, 
whether the eſſence of it be in us, or only.its efegs, 
( which laſt was-too ſober a truth for the age: ) 
How each Believer ought to ſeek after a diſtin com- 
munion With each perſon of the Trinity by himſelf ; 


— With: a multitude of ſuch my/ferious whinfies, out of 


which, as I ſaid, the wit and reaſon of man cannot 
pick ſober ſence 'or truth.  Hence-it came to pals, 
that eyery amuſed or. affrighted and 'thunder-ſtruck 
perſon, finding within his breaſt a change which he 
knew not what to make of, in truth a twnu of 
affeFions much like (what they leadunto ).a phrenfee, 
(ſometimes wonder, anon' fear,. then hope, mr Joy) 
eycry ſuch perſon, 1 ſay, thought himſelf a Convert, 
and began to talk of Ius experience. And this was 
the work of Grace and Converfion. Then every one, 
who could perſwade himſelf God had a favour from 
eyer f 
Gods Ele, a 


* 


iS, was Believing, Every good-mequ- 


whynings which, the heard from the Pulpit, pur 
f- finger igto! the; ey and cyed,, was a broken: 


r him; and not tor another, had the. Fajzh of 
”"e Woman, who b  ſympathizing with groans and 


hearted 
perſon, 


(x5) 

perfort, and this. was Repentance. And in every com- 
pany without fear' or wit to talk of Sermons, and 
Gods people, and to look demurely, was to be a gra- 
cious and. precious perſon. And this was. Pirtze and 
Godlineſs. And, alas! theſe miſtakes are ſo deeply 
rooted in the hearts of many of the common people, 
of honeſt good-meaning, that we who would redreſs 
them, coming upon this fad diſadyantage, that we 
are to put people out. of conceit with themſelves, 
and what they hayea long time pleaſed rhemſelyes. 
in, aS in a Fools Paradiſe, are by many Tuch honeſh 
abuſed perſons diſreliſtd, reyiled, cryed out on as 
Carnat Preachers, no whit ſpiricualizea ; nor can ir 
yet ( God knows when. it will.) be effected, thar 
the Religzon of the multitude be much more 'than 

a confident, preſumptuous. and irrational humour, / 
than which | wn being nothing. more. contrary 
to ſober knowledge, alas... people periſh for lack. of. 
knowledge. EI In nn 
And, S&condly, as to Divine knowledge, as oppoſed to 
Scepticiſme in Religion, and as.it. ſignifies the ſeeing, 
the eyidence: of Religious Ptinciples., which per- + 
ſwades us ſolidly of . truth, is not rhe com- 
plaint as juſt and ſad.as. of the former branch, mul- 
rudes periſh. for: lack of it 2; As, generally, juſtefying. 
Faith, ampogſt people, is nothing. buy, a.crull og 4v- 
fdence of Gods, fruour;im Chriſt, ſag uyich the molt 
part, the Fazrþ of Principles is little more than Yprnzon,, 
nſomuch that.not only rhe Articles of our: Creed, 
that, is, .$he Fhick, poincs of. Claiſtian Religion, bur 
| | | even 


(116), 
cyenvh6Tromm ent principles of u//rRe/2i0n)the hy 

ing..boundaties: ger} evil, ego nes: ma 

ſtion'd andimpugned, and by reaſon bf the multi. 
rude of DIputatts, Wein ſcarce find Believers. Of 

/ this ſad experivnce) being an irrefragadle prook, is 
there Hot" hong td: take (it 1up? foria- lanenatos, 

Ahas !for it is day of darkneſi and of y/o mineſs ; a 

diy- of clouds and thith darkneſs fpreat\ #por the tice 

1kOT of che: leys ohly:;' bur: of:thei WMHR lang? -The 
 inoaj6#"(ob Whith Inch) the ſartie;- miftake)! of 
Ae play \ weceſſafies 1 Religiony the nocſeoing, or: | {ti 
(Which 'isbur a' willfut blindneſs )'not-atrendin gro he: 
the evidences which would perſ oiary men toucning 
them, deſtroys matty nor only-of/the inforiour Com- wh 
rioitley7 bil 6-gb65 Pet ſores: 11 40 v9.4 of, on 
Bur we've poffibly dwelt tewlong of the view - ha! 
of 'this tingrarefull'fabject; the cormmort' deftrutive wh 
ime and\woe © arid time-it' wetE rs: confult irs 're- wo 
medy, were it not proper and naturally conducing  acq 
Ereudtd Hirſt Tnſpefcith Cafes, Gphich was the yen 
ſ&&6rd th 1&proþ6uhded.' 10 i950 woo Go: 
"2LheFnjt of whichI'rake/to/be, the mot Pra 
many "chi $'#tceſſary to © 'Cliritiattity, which be fo to. 
— —LS Bore it from Hetice it comes topaſs,/that moſt nan 
'& tot ble to" give theirs whole'rime to Re- wha 
oe: cbrtfio "allowing t6it onlyſome odd by 1 
parts of thet?' vacancy' and kiſare, caiynever pene- thoy 
__rrare and digelt the” Sr proty ints and mem- kno 
*  blrSof its. chlarged body. And then in fo great'a pal 
I uderieſs of pterttided neceſſaries; not being able fop! 
ro io. 


(397) 


4 4ſeern what: are Pringipa il 3ngic may:bqrrul y 
, and folely ) neaaffay, thexiſtickypom rhe! weltipo- 


pularand:comnih©i. yiventilded:poings, nn4raaly _ 
or- for che moth parti night whifgugee 


greatet concerninens. Verily, wete Clhr:/tari: f{iinþ 
an infinite thing as {lomeſeeni.to haye made ir, it is 
not molt mens /ves, ( conſidering they muſt follow 
common Calliigs ) that were lufticientfar-thomre 
attainunto a mean knowledgethercin,,, ; -:: ti 

-Amongft thoſe things macte-necoftary ;wo-Ghri- 
 ſtianity, which are not, I ſhallinſtance only. in two 
heads; Various Dottrines, and Various Gifts. 

As to the firſt, It-is ſcare&a moderate: Volume 
which will contain a Conf-ſtabrrof Faith as: forme: of _ 
our Faith-menders have; :enlwgedit And yet.we 
 haye all heard of more Holy:ahd Octhodox times, 

when Twelve Articles compriſed its fumme.: It-we 
' would. haye more, we hive a -Carecheſm;; which fit 
acquainrs us with our Baptiſmal Vow, or the Go- 
yenantevery. of usi made :orl ought to keep with 
God; - then; briefly, explains rhe Creed, the Lords 
Prayer,'and Decalogue, thinigs/we are concerned 
to know/ by the:particular brancbes oforhat; fore- 
med Vow or:Covyenanit. Aug; hen; laſtly, adds 
what is further neceſſaty:to-bekmarwvh (and obfervet] 
by us, as-©o the Seals: ob that:Covenant.' !thiswiap 
hought. exonghvby our Chunth for commerce to 
know, in-order: to.che.making rhem: Chriftjans; amd 
poſhbly; wasmore! thay what the:PrimiciigChureh 
t02itwo' or cheeerfumdrednidarsrchionghTaxealbay" 
:too. | What 


w_ 


Y 
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 Whar will ſome ſay > will you then have our 
Bibles taken from us ?- By no means: for theſe will 
geach you the ſame things in different forms; and 
beſides convince you of rhieir truth,” and 'otherwiſe 
affet you with them. Bur when plain perſons meer 
with ford Places in their Bibles, not relating to theſe 
neceſſaries, I would have them paſs ſuch Afficultics 
over, and not- interpret them” on their own heads, 
without a due Teacher, but content themſclyes 
commonly to know, to believe, be afteted with, 
and pradtiſe theſe neceſſary points thus ſummarily 
compriſed by our Church. And the truth is, ſince 
the people: have had more knowledge rhan this, ir 
hath made them (what it was objected to St. Paul 
his Learning had him) mad : I ſhould haye faid, 
fince they have had more, they have had leſs ; for 


{they have neglefted a great deal of this, which 


was more neceſſary than what ſucceeded in its 
room. F44 IRONHPTTTE a6 x 7 | 
'* Andyet how little a part is this, according to 


ſome; of the neceſſary Chriſtianity for the people? 


Nort.a word here of the ezeraal Decrees of God, ac- 


cording! to: ſome the grear and -neceſlary founda- 
tion of 'our-happineſs. ''The reafon poſſibly was, 


becauſe oux Church thoughr' ir enough, as ſhe ex- 
plains thar-parr of rhe' Creed, to belieye the oy 


__ Catholick Church was the Ele# people of God, or Gods 
choice people ; but of thoſe withour, ſhe thought 


Le wuggk to judge; no: more than what ſhe 
Ach, Jnd thar' is nothing.” Again, not a word oy 
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of the holy 7 capt and what form, or if arty, + 
ſtrictly inſtitured by God ; which it it were nor ne- 
ceſſary to the peoples common Chriſtianity, ſome 
met abominably did, and ſtill do abuſe the World, t 
who preach to-them little elſe or more vehemently 
than invettives againſt Biſhops and Epiſcopacy. The 
reaſon why our Church. paſs'd this point over fo 
lightly, may be-preſumed becauſe ſhe found a form 
of Goyernment ſetled in. the Cathofick Church, 
which could pretend co more of a Divine Right 
than any ele could be produced. And thercfore 
what was enough for people to know; was what 
ſhe ſayes, that we ſhould ſubmit our ſelves to all our + 
Governours, Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors and Ma- 
ſters. And of this point of Goyernment, while the 
would know morc, we ſec they unlearn thus much, + 
they grow forgetful of thu Far tay I may not inſift 
| on more inſtances : by theſe ir is evident, the too 
much enlarging of Chriſtian DoQtine, produceth he 
want of knowledge which we complain of. 
. © Apain, there are various Gifts made very much 

neceſſary ro Chriſtianity , or as they ſpeak to a 


gracious heart, which being nor fo neceſſary pro-* 
_ the like effe&, though people ar ff do not 

 perceiye it.” I ſhall inſtance only in whart they call 
the Gift. of Prayer, which ſome can ſcarce think any 
| perſon who hath received true Grace, in ſome: 
- meaſure at leaſt ro wanr. A thing ſo far from. be- 
ing neceſſary to every private mans Chriſtianity,. 
that in truth it can ſcarce be ſaid ro haye any pro- 
TOs . D per 
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per and diſtindt nature at all. tor it we will,ug- 
derſtand any thing of {cnſe rhereby, its mporrt is, 
a gifr or faculry of urterane? 1 the particular, caſe 


—r office of Prayer ; and fo conſiſts in a readwrc{s of 


ade. it [50 imake 
Prayers. as, faſt as. they fay than, rhey.haye 


Aiko pcr ſons, as thinking it necellary;to! their @hri- 


Fed, neceſary things; they, haye» beer, con 


m 
ariſe from the teſtimony. of. a gogd, -Copſcigncs, 
X that is,” from a. reflexion, on. a, virtuous lite - In 


a kort, 


Wake with.theix own dreams, and rambles. and 


(2 + 

fort, as men ought not to be ile, ind neclett the 
improving of their underſtanding in ſearchins into 
commonty reputed truths; os ting thicir other £4” 
culties of utterance in.whateyer caſes may benefit 
themſelyes or others, ſo ought all firſt ro make -ſure 
of ſuch #ecefaries as before ſpoken of, leſt while 
they ſpcnd- their *rime on what they mighr have 
ſpared, they periſh for rhe lack of knowledge of 
what ſurely would haye made them happy. 

"A ſecond original of this deſtrutiye ignoratice 
amongſt us, I conceive to be the iſtaliig the na- 

_ ture of ſ##terity, or what it is heartily to be a Chr; 
ſtian'or Conyert. Many poor honeſt-minded per. 
 fons, haye ſuppos'd it to be lictle elſe, than ro' be 
zealouſly addifked ro that Party or FaQtion, which of _/ 
alf others rhey judged pureſt. YouTTay, Tuch were 
filly, or Fools: And who cankelp ir, if many haye 
been made ſuch 2 Let their Sediicers anſwer tor that, 
Again, Orhers, of more ſobricty and good mean- 
ihg, have thought ſincerity to be nothing elſe but 
the motion of good affetions in holy Exerciſes : — 
When they have pray'd or heard with Torfie cox- 
cernedijeſs under each part of the office, their breaſts -- 
relenting; and as it were thawing from their antient — 
ſenceleſneſs, by reaſon of 2 more attentive remper 

at ſuch times than others, they have thought this 
to be indubitable ſincerity : Not eonfidering that 
even 4 Romance, a well contriy'd and wel ated. - 

'2lay, in an attefitive Auditor, ſhall beget like con - 

&ruments of grief, hope, commiſeration, joy, &c- 

; D 2 And 
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And having run away with this miſtake, whatever 
it was, which theyremembred to haye raiſed thei; 
affeftions, and begot in them ſuch inward titilla. 
tions of griefs, hopes or joys, this they conceived 
they oughe ro mike it their whole bulineſs-to fol- 
low. And becauſe Novelty had this effect, eſpeci- 
-___ally if ſet up (as was the cuſtom) with ſome Mz. 
a qe and zones, therefore they could hear 
— Sermons and long-winded Prayers all their days. 
Nor were they concerned-cither to underſtand or 
—femember them, much leſs to practice them. Ir 
was cnoughif they were moved and wrought upon 
by the preſent hearing of them, though they came 
back again no whit the wiſer, nor a jot more re- 


—Ioeen any particular Ws or againſt ſin. I am 
far fromcenluring all Ixte Non-Conformiſts of this 
weakneſs: bur the event ſhews it to haye been good 
in, many, who will ſay they haye wondrouſly pro- 
 fited by ſuch a Sermon, of which they are not able 
to tell you two words. The poor people do not 
+ diffembie, bur are deceived : They mean their afteQti- 
ons were tickled and ſtirred by it. Hence it is ap- 


parent, ſuch perſons neſile themſelyes up in ark y 


rance : and whereas /ancerity lies in an heart  ſoerly 


—thanza, and a. virmous life flowing from thence, 
this they overlook, and ſeeing not, run on with- 
out it, till many times they periſh for lack of, know- 
ledge. STTES wag, 

_ A bird thing, which becauſe it will be eaſily un- 

. derſtood a caule of this miſchicf, we need but rouch 


upon, 


. 
(23) , 

uS; is ſome mens pride and ſelf conceit. As they - 
are confident they are Saints and ſhall be ſaved, 
whereas the reprobate World they are ſure ſhall 
periſli, ſo haye they the ſame good confidence that 
they have Saving knowledge, and a more Spiritual. 
notion of Divine Truths than other people, who. 
cannot but be carnal, becauſe rhey talk ſo much 
of reaſon, and endeayour both to apprehend and 
teach Chriſtianity, ſo as to make ſenſe of it, and give 
a.reaſon for it: And what maryel if ſuch who are 
ignorant or miſtaken, and will not learn, periſh by a 
deſtruQtiye ignorance 2 . 

A fourth evil, which will be cafily apprehended. 
to be of the ſame malign influence, is the admiration 
of ſome mens perſons. There have been men whoſe. 
buſineſs it has been to make themſelves popular, to. 
the end they might have power to oyerturn what 
they did not like. Theſe haye ſcrewed themſelyes 
into a good eſtRm among common people, by 
crying out againſt the evils of rhe Times, the crimes 
of Great ones and Goyernours, (things which = 
ple are always greedy to hear of) and by an often- 
tation of thoſe parts, which they hadin an odd way 
from other men, haye gained rhe repute of wiſe, and 
able, and holy : which adyantage when they were 
ſenſible they had gor, they then lead. the people 
whither they pleaſed, as they ſaw themſelves able. . 
And baving brought a multitude to this paſs, that 


they. would hear none but them, the poor people _ 
knew little more than what they oa let them. 
Know, .. 


| oy 
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Know , and thoſe were moſtly ſuch entofirice®,; 

whimfies as'fpoken of, which did confound, nor 


edifice tintoſylyarion; © * 


A ffeb-oridinal of dis fack of fober knowledse, 


is # Barbarous conftaticy t& mens own' Opinions, thouph 
roo 74/þly.by chem, taken up. [The 'moft men can- 
notendure to haye been-miftaken - and when the 

ſee their error, confelF it tt6t robe fuch; but endea- 
your 'to make it probable , rilf they haye_ even 


cheated themſetves and bilieve: their own deluſion. 


Ang then befides that rhefe opinions, and the de- 
tence of them, take up,thg time and thought, which 
ſober knowledge ought todo, Errors hanging as in 
a ſtring, and onepart dtawing om the other, they 
canner belieye, at-leaſt not maintain one; but they 
muſt admit more. And: fo'in fine the ſober know- 
ledge becomes partly adulterated, partly neglected 
and opprefs'd, and men-perift thgough deftrudtiye 


Ignorance, 


The /afſt of theſe banefull miſchiefs which I ſhall / 


preſent, is the holding the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 
Men ſometimes are nor ignorant, and/yer become 
ſo. They.ds know Truth, and their Duty, but they 
have no mind ſuch things ſhould be Truths, be- 
cauſe then ſuch and; ſuch points muſt be Duty. 
They ſtudy therefore what groclar they can find 
in thoſe ungrateful Truths, and after fong ſearch, 


ſometimes think they have found a knot if the 


Bulcuſh. They then doubr what before they ſaw 
evidence to believe: after proceed to 7mpugy, and 
in 
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in the end tagally drſcbelieve, By this means cone 
multirudes' ro. periſh for want -of. ſuch a know- 
ledge , which acquieſces in' the due; evidence of 
Tru of 11-5 ofs "YH SRI E | 
Bur whay-xedreſs can be-foung for thigdeftructive 
want of ſaber Divine knowledge? ' 1! (| 
The remedegs-arecither pubich.or:private,. I begin 
with-the private, which I commend to eyety: mans 
Conlcience.inthe-tear, of God, as by a ſlrift{erutiny 
thereof he, finds himfelt mare or leſs to:ſeck, either 
in _underſtandiagthe.notions, os ſecking the evidence 
of Divine I ruths..., ol nngiest 
; The fr will be, to- reſo/q2.upen.a ſpirit of meek- 
(ls. and Jubyniſſion to the Church, and, theſe which 
are:by hes{ans ap able mo.inſtugihem jinthaLorgd: 
I;i3 beyond: all; controgertig;andeaontafs/d)by ous 
Adyctſaries,;that all, thoſe things which-are neceſfury 
to our (alyatian ; are! certainly, ditermined by ious 
Church, As: toi thoſe things whighiare, more. uncor: 
tain;and dire and ft aptith.ingenenate (ni. 
ples;-ng man-ef madgſy.or: good mannersdur oft 
fay,; hey are likely;ro-be,boſt determined: by:Su- 
periors. ' And it is wadombred, that! out Lotrdcaps 
poinced Goyemors, ang; Paſtors in his Church, and 
that, when he;promilſed'to be -with them; waro -the 
end of the world, he aſturd us'too.theyiſhould con- 
tinye-t0;the.:<nd;.of 'the world: And whto thac 
conamand { ar the like!) was-given,! Obey them tha? 
bave. the ryle-ougr- you inthe. Lord, and: fnbmit: yout 
| ſelves, it was, intended<to oblige unto on 
| e. 
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theword : wherefore I fee not how men can doubt 
bur that they arc indiſpenſible bound by the Lay 
of God to what 1 adyiſe. And one would think 
hart I adviſe is ſo reaſonable, that ir ſhould caſily 
rake.: For what is it in eſte; but co defixe common 
people to haye the charity and civility to their Kings 
and Parljaments, 'and thoſe Reyerend Conwrativn, 
which have laboured in the modelling the Doftrine 
and Orders ef our Church, according ro Primi- 
tive patterns, te believe them neither-ro have been 
Knaves ner Fools :. to have underft6od berter rhan 
a company of pragmatical - Noyelliſts, (many of 
whom ſcarce eyer read oyer three good Books in 
their lives, beſides the Bible) what was Chriſtian, 
and Primitive, and neceſſary : and-ther: not to have 
conc about to abuſe their power and:truſt, by pro- 
ceeding contrary to. their knowledge, to ruine their 
own ſouls and oct mens. Truly: I eann6r ſee how 
any common private perſon can adhere to his own 
Judgment, againſt this the publick Judgment of his 
Governots, but he- muſt think the one of theſe of 
them, at-Jeaft that they are ſuch comparatively in 
reſpett of himſelf. Wherefore in ſhort, ler us be 
content” to learn arg 41 as to-its neceſſary 


art; from our Church, which in the Catechiſm, 
—braoverBodt mad Homilies , all-even the darkeſt 
places have opportunities to do, and-irt moſt places, 
God be bleſſed, other ptentiful advantages beſides. 
And as tous: who are Miniſters, ley us carefully teach 
according to this form of Doctrine, leſt ng to 

"4 - haye 


F_ « FF Fx JF _ * _ - F#/T UF © Te Oo Gn OT OT OI EIS 


pans Srepas Pop 


bow | 


(27) 

haye charged upon us not only Error and Schifta, 
but alſo Apoſtacy , if nor Perjury. This will be 
one more private remedy of the want of neceſſary 
knowledye. 

A ſecond will be, that people would endeayour, 
, when converſant in the publick worſhip of God, 
\ to hear with underſtanding : 1 mean, would not 
only attend unto the words and forms of ſpeech 
which they hear, but to the 2hings, and endea- 
your to carry them with them treaſured up in 
faithful minds. | It's poſſible every plain man un- 
derſtands not every word, or if he did, could 
not remember the hundredth part : yet the drift, 
ſcope and common ſubje&t of all , repreſented 
in ſo various forms , few attentive perſons can 
miſs. As for inſtance : ſuppoſe me ro haye heard 
a diſcourſe of Repentance ; poſſible all the pre. 
paratiyves to it, and particular rules in its 
prattice, I may not ſo diftintly conceiye or re- 
tain : but thus much, that without Repentance 
no forgiveneſs of ſin is to be had, and rhat eyery 
ſorrow for fin is not Repentance, bur ir muſt be 
a durable Reformation which only will paſs with 
God ; this I may caſily retain. And fo much as 
_ this ſhould a perſon definent in ſober knowled 
learn by each Sermon, truly he would not be 
long in danger of periſhing- by any deſtruQtive ig- 
norance. | 

Thirdly, Let each perfon conſcientiouſly ckaye 

E unto, 
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unto, angl .pradtice what, be underſtands, and harir 

' _ſyfficient- evidence. to perſyade bing is. his concera. 
ment. What, we have above ſaid, of Errors, is 
to leſs certain of all Chriſtian Truths and Dy. 
ties ;. they haye a molt, necellary connexion, and 
one will ,draw-.in:;another.. He. that..adheres to 
one Truth, will by torce and-conſequence. of that 

| be lead into more..,..He'that praQiſeth rightcouſ; 
neſs in lis common dealings with man, , will at 
lengrh;ſce he. muſt give: Ceſar the things that are 
Caſars 4. a3; well as pay. Fob» and Thomas: the 
money ;he owes them ; that is,, be a Loyal as 
well as' an Honcft man. : Beſides , ſuch may ex- 
pe the bleſſing and. influence of Heaven to ſuc- 
cour their -weakneſs : for the ſecret of the Lord # 
with\them that fear 1m. rand he, mill ſhew-them his © 

-- Laftly, Let ſuch' an one: beware. of all thoſe fore: 
recited evils, which induce an ignorance of -plain 
neceſſaries. - Let him, be content; his Faith be -no 
—Targer than he Churches. Lethim. place fince- 
tity in. an honeſt heart, and conſctentious: practice. 
Let him, beware gf. pride, ſclf-conceir, and being 
led by the noſe by. men diſſenting from. publick 
determinations , and. of- popylar and moving. hu- 
mour.. Let. him-'neyer. be. aſhamed to . acknow- 
ledge and renounce. his, error , or. to amend. his 
faulr, and in nothing let him liye againſt rhe 
ſolid rational diftates of his Conſcience. Solid 

| rational . 
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rational dicates:, 1 ſaid, for in matters of plain. 
ncceſlity-, Conſcience ' will quickly be: refolyed-: 
and in ſcruples touching leſſee matters, I am of 
the mind clearly, without any other difficult rules, 
every common man ought to ſubmit his Judgment 
to his Spiritual Guides, and they theirs to the deter- 
mination of the: Church ; and. that is a ſhortiiſſue, and 
we may quickly. live ſober, honeſt, 'and in peace; 
and I think then 'we are wife ep - Fra ſatoation, 
that is, paſt the danger of being deſtroyed for lack of 
knowledge. | | 

. It remains Lſhould. now ſpeak to rhe pullick 
remedics -: . but theſe, according. to the. purport 
of my former Dottrine, I /eave to my Superiors, 
whom they concern, and whom I pretend not ro 
inſtruct, as being always reſolved, - according to 
my Duty, to belieye them | wifer- than .my elf, 
and betrer ro underſtand the. redreſs: of - publick 
evils. I will therefore: briefly conclude the whale, 
in an carneſt addreſs to.perſons of all conditions, 
that they will each exdeavour by the moſt proper 
means they haye heard, or can deviſe, to ſecure to 
themſelyes , and /propagate amongſt: others',. this 
praftical knowledge ,.a knowledge which may: make 
them and the World more pure; marc. peaceable, 
full of all good works, without partialiy and with- 
out hypocriſie.. /oiy ho 1049 a 19 OD 
My. Brethren, we all 'of us/profeſs t0.be Chri- 
ſtans, :that: is;' perſans who belieyct our' ſelyes to 
Pry E 2 | have 
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have here no abiding place, but to ſeek one to come 
a City which has foundations whoſe builder. aud maker 
God ; this World therefore to be a place which 
we muſt only paſs through , but yer that we 
ought ſo to. demean. our ſelyes in our paſſage, 
as. to. ſecure a bliſsful reception. at our journeys 
end : If this be our belief, as it is our pretence, 
there can be but two things, as to. our Souls, of 
concernment to: us : the firſt, t kyow what may 
make us virtuous ; the ſecond, to be virtuous in pur 
ance of what we know. It is the firſt of theſe 
which my whole diſcourſe hath driven at, yet fo 
that in all likelihood, that attain'd:- will ſecure the 
latter. | | 
And. I befeech you give me leave a little ro 
expeſtulare the caſe : What have theſe glorious, 
theſe Heayen-born Souls of ours deſeryed of us, 
that they ſhould be made flaves and vaſlals te 
what is aſe or mean ? that they ſhould be rais'd. 
and impleyed. to no better offices, than ro un- 
derſtan] how to eat and drink well, or how to 
amaſs thick day, or get money, it may be to 
put, it: into a; bag with hoſes > Or it we think 
knowledge an acquiſt more worthy of them, 
——-why then ſhould they, be airy and trivial notions 
only which we will purſue 2? Why not this know- 
ledge which is both of preſens and eternal ue 
and excefence ; which will transform us into the 
_ Divine Tikeneſs here jn Virtue; and hereafter in 
Wy. | je Sure 
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Sure it is, we cannot but approve this kind 
of knowledge as firreſt for us, and of all moſt 
honouralle, and which may moſt truly denominate: | 
us knowing. For all wiſe men judge him to be. , | 
the moſt Learned, who underſtands not fo much / | 
variety of things, as that onc thing, which con 
ccrns him and which he profeſſes. Now as Chri- | 
ſtians what concerns us more, or what proteſs we 4 | 
more than Holineſs ? | 

Then, if we look to the efieRs. of this know-- 
ledge, it is really moſt Pleaſayt, as conducing 
to poſſeſs us of clean and quiet breaſts , the __ 
| Hog pleaſure on carth , and much the moſt 
ucble. 

Again, we cannot be unſenſible of thoſe moſt 
eftectual means and advantages, which we haye 
hereto, if we will not be wanting to our ſelves ; f 
God having revealed the DoCtrine hereof from » * 
Heayen, and that by his Son ſent ito the worldto 
enlighten every man. 

As we .would not then be deſtroyed evyerlaſt-- # 
ingly, by our own ſelves too, and that moſt in- 
excuſably, let us meditate in theſe things day and 
night ; Let the knowledge of the Holy , the rule of 
Virtue, and arricles and evidences of Faith, which 
aro all ſo many incentiyes to the moſt ſtriftly 
viredous life, be our greateſt ſtudy. We ſhall 
thus ſurely eſcape this danger of periſhing for 
lack of knowledge : and then there can be bur one 
: __ danger 
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danger only remaining, and that is of perjſhing 
for lack of pradtice ; which too certainly we ſhall 
elcape, it we ſufter ſuoh knowledge to have its 
perfect work upon us. 
Which that we may do, the Lord grant us bis grace, 


and by that bring us to glory, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord : To whom, &c. 
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